
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: latest Developments in the Abel Cass 


1. The following information was given me by Mr. 
Donovan, court appointed counsel for Radolph Abel. 


James B. 


2. Shortly after Mr. Donovan was appointed to represent 
Abel in the prosecution for conspiracy to commit espionage, be was 
asked by Abel to take custody of bis personal belongings* Mr. Donovan 
bad all the belongings that were not retained by the Government for 
purposes of the trial placed in a warehouse. 

3. Sometime during 1958. Abel aeked Mr. Denovan to ship 
hie belenginge to hie wife in East Germany. Concernad leet the 
belongings contained something of interest to the Federal Govern* 
meat. Mr. Donovan sought guidance by writing to tho Acting Hood 

of tho Internal Security Division, Department of Justice. Eventually 
he received n letter from the Department eta ting it had no objection 
to dispateb of Abel's personal belongings to bis wife. 

4. The personal belenginge that bad been seised at the time 
of the initial contact with Abel at the Latham Hotel had been retained 
by the Immigration and Naturalisation Service. Those items which 
had net been meed during the trial ware turned over by the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalisation Service last Wednesday or Thursday to 

Mr. Donovan at his office in New York for shipment with ths ether 
geode. The FBI had already investigated personal belongings ware- 
housed by Mr. Donovan at Abel's request, and Mr. Donovan, there- 
fore, asked the FBI agent with whom he was in contact in New York 
to survey tho material delivered by the Immigration and Naturalisa- 
tion Service. 

5. Two Bureau agents came to Mr. Donovan's office at 
4:00 p. m. , Friday, 15 May. An associate of Mr. Donovan's had 
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suggested that Mr. Donovan might ©pan the package* for the con- 
venience of the Korean agent*, hut Mr. Donovan decided to leave 
them untouched and let the Bureau agent* open them in hi* presence 
There were apparently packet* of paper* with some handwriting, 
presumably Abel' a, together with a brief case, all packed together. 
A Bureau agent opened some of the handwritten material and said 
the Bureau weald probably be interested in checking on it. He then 
opened the brief ease and in the brief case found a roll of exposed 
film and a wallet. The Bureau agent opened the wallet and rather 
casually, according to Mr. Donovan, thrust a finger Into a small 
interior compartment and pulled out n folded paper which had what 
appeared to bo cipher material on it and ineide the paper a micro- 
film which appeared to have a ciphered message. Mr. Donovan 
said the Bureau agent seemed obviously agitated and at a lose as to 
what to do, Mr. Donovan thereupon dictated a memorandum for the 
record of the events lending up to finding this material. 

6. Subsequently, Mr. Donovan notified by telephone 
Mr. William F. Tompkins, Special Assistant to the Attorney 
Generali Mr. Cornelius W. Wicker sham, Jr. , U. S. Attorney 
for the Eastern EH strict cl New York; and the undersigned. 

Bureau agents queried whether they had any right to take into 
their possession material which had been delivered by the 
Immigration and Naturalisation Service, but eventually took the 
material with them and it is now in the Bureau's possession. 

7. On Monday, It May, Mr. Donovan saw Abel at the 
Federal penitentiary at Atlanta, Georgia. When told of the dis- 
covery of the papers and the Friday meeting, Mr. Donovan said 
Abel appeared to be visibly shaken and, in effect, admitted to 
being shaken in those words. Abel said that to tbs best of his 
recollection there wore no such materials in the wallet. He 
speculated whether this could be some sort of a plant to discredit 
his defense counsel, but Mr. Donovan said h# dissuaded Abel of 
this thought. 

8. Mr. Donovan is still very much concerned about hie 
posit! on in relation to Abel's personal property, which may or 
may not have further information concealed somewhere. He plans 
to comjiste his memorandum for the record of these recent events 
and then to visit Judge Abrussi, who appointed him as dsfense 
counsel, to see If the Judge agrees that th* safekeeping and trans- 
mission of personal property is outside of Mr. Donovan's technical 
responsibility as defense counsel. If so, he plans to write a letter 
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to the Department of Justice, Internal Security Division, pointing 
out that the handling of these goods is not his responsibility as 

counsel and that the recent events and discovery of addi- 
tional papers make the problem of this property a matter outside the 
competence of a private citiaen and of immediate interest to the 
Federal Government. He plans to say, therefore, that he can take 
no further responsibility for this property or its dispatch to Abel's 
wife. He will send us copies of his memorandum and any letters 
he writes on this suhfect. 

9. Of collateral interest, Mr, Donovan states that Abel 
raised the question of release on bail since the Supreme Court's 
order for reargument indicated substa n tial doubt. Mr. Donovan 
said he has convinced Abel that bail is not advisable for a variety 
of reasons. Abel pointed out that one of the Government's argu- 
ments before the Supreme Court was that at the time of his original 
arrest Immigration and Naturali action worked independently and 
for its own reasons and the Bureau came in only afterwards. This 
was very definitely stressed by the Solicitor General. Abel claims, 
however, that in Mr. J. Edgar Hoover's recent book. Masters of 
Deceit , the author state e that Immigration and Naturalisation Service 
at this original interview mad arrest noted on the instance of the FBI 
at its request. Mr. Donovan also said that Abel told him that in the 
FBI's guided tour of exhibits on famous crimes thers was a section 
on the Abel case, and he asked Mr. Donovan to obsorva it, which 
Mr. Donovan did as a private tourist on the morning of 19 May. 
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